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Our Purpose

“Topepetuaethe memory, Sirit, works
and teachings of Parson Jonathan Fisher and to
preserve a Blue Hill and elsewhere his home,
relics and other things of his, (and of) his
descendants and the period in which helived,
in order that his lifemay serve as an inspiration
to others.”

L etter from the President

By Brad Emerson

Annua Apped

The Fisher M emoriad is winding down our
2005 Annua Apped, and | want tothank al of
you who donaed so generously thisyear, many
of you for thefirst time. Thankstoyou, our
annual apped isup by $4,000.00, breaking last
year’s record. With these funds, and an
anony mous contribution of $5,000.00 made
through M aine Community Foundation, we are
goingto be ableto expand our programming
and exhibitions for thefirst timein severa
years, and make several smal and longddayed
improvements needed at the house.

M anagement

The Fisher Houseis looking for apart time
generd manager to work at the house from
mid-Juneto mid-September. Please contact us
to learn more about the position.

Wewill have a graduateintern in historic
preservation working a the housein July &
August, continuing our ongoingwork of
archival preservation and historical assessment.

Volunteer Wednesday s

The Fisher House will be open or volunteer
work on Wednesday mornings 9-12, April
through Mid June. Volunteers will work on
many projects, from interior paintingto
archival and filingwork, organizing small
exhibits, to preparing the house and gift shop
for summer opening. Please cal the Fisher
House at 374-2459 or emalil us a
info@jonat hanfisherhouse.org, and show up a
the house on Wednesday mornings.

In closing
It isapleasureto be amember of the board

of the Jonathan Fisher M emorid, and to learn
more everyday about his amazing lifeand to
participaein the preservation of his beautiful
homestead. Please plan avisit this summer,
and seethe new exhibits and acquisitions we
have made.

Blue Hill Historic House Tour
July 20, 2006

The Fisher House and the Blue Hill
Historical Society are sponsoringaGarden
and Historic House Taur on Thursday, July
20™ from 10:00 to 5:00. For atour fee of



$20.00, participarts will have aunique
opportunity to visit eleven historic homesin
BlueHill. This effort promises to educationd
and afun way to support the Fisher House.
Our planning committee, including Bob Slaven,
Amey Dodge, M aureen Rawding, Brad
Emerson, Carol Blyberg, David Show, Justine
Schneider and John Roberts are seeking
volunteers to help gaff the homes duringthe
tour. Contact us by cdlingLinda (374-2028)
or Justine (374-5027) or send email to
info@fisherhouse.orgif you areinterested in
atending or volunteering.

HistoricM ap of Blue Hill Reproduced in Chase

Jonathan Fisher
Pioneer Parson, Painter and

Printer
October 15, 2006 - M arch 2007

A mgjor exhibit about Jonathan Fisher, the
first in nearly 40 years, isplanned by the
Farnsworth Art Museum in Rockland. The
exhibit, “ Jonathan Fisher: Pioneer Parson,
Painter and Printer” will draw from the
Farnsworth’s extensive holdings of Fisher
materias, augmented by severd major loans
from the Fisher M emorid, including Fisher’s
ddightful painting‘ Spring, origina drawings
for his woodcuts, never before exhibited, and a
copy of Scripture Animals.

Jonathan Fisher was theinventive, cregtive,
resourceful, Harvard- educated pastor of the

First Congregationa Church in Blue Hill,

M aine, gppointedto thepog in 1796. A gfted,
though largely untrained, artist, architect,
surveyor, and carpenter, he was aso awriter,
scientist, and teacher. He fashioned his own
eng avingtools and taught himself the
fundamentals of printmaking.

Fisher's Chamdeon Block Print

Fisher labored for over 30 years to produce a
series of more than 100 smd | woodblock prints
of insects, reptiles, birds and mammals. M any
of thesewere published in 1834 to illustrate his
book Scripture Animals, ardigious work the
purpose of which wasprimarily educationa.
This wonderful little volume brought together
Fisher’ s lifdongfascination with natural
history and his deeply fdt religous
convictions. It isimportant today because it
affords us some understanding of the cultura
and philosophica climatein New Endand at
the turn of the 18th century. These diminutive
but charmingengravings are certainly the
earliest worksto beincluded in the M aine Print
Project, and indeed are among the earliest
known fine art prints from the gate. The
exhibition will include a sd ection of the artist’s
proofs digplay ed together with their
corresponding wood blocks, and other Fisher
ephemera.



New Acquisitions

The Fisher M emorial has been most
fortunate in being able to acquire Fisher family
items to the collection and archives in recent
months. These represent some of the most
important Fisher materia to come on the scene
in recent years.

At theend of last year, apillowcase
belongngto, and we think made by Parson
Fisher's daughter M ary gopeared on eBay. We
were successful in acquiring it. It is made from
fine cotton, smaller than amodern pillowcase,
with apinked edgefindy stitched and bound.
On thefront, in copper plate script, it is
inscribed ‘Nancy Fisher, # (illegble). Itis
unknown whether thiswas something that
M ay Fisher (later M rs. Theodore Stevens)
made as astudent at Academy, or if it was
perhapspart of her trousseau. Everyday items
like this humble pillowcase arerare survivals,
and it israrer still that they survivewiththeir
provenance. With the acquisition of this
textile, we come one step closer in our
understanding of how the Fishers lived in and
furnished their home. This pillowcaseis aso a
fine addition to our smal coll ection of textiles
made by Jonathan Fisher’s mother, wife, and
daughters.

Next we were pleased to acquire aletter
from Fisher to his daughter Betsy, poged from
Portland, telling news of daughter Betsy’s
illness, and other events of the moment. With
this letter we dso acquired 23 letters writtento
each other by the Fisher children to each other,
and Nancy Fisher’s miniature copy of Isaac
Watt's Psdms of David. Of thistrove, Fisher
expert Prof. Kevin M urphy of CUNY says:

“While Jonathan Fisher®lifeiswdll
documented in his journds, published writings,
life" Sketches", and scattered letters, thelives
of the family members with whom he shared
his homein Blue Hill arerelatively less well
recorded. The collection of |etters exchanged
by his daughters and othersis arare cache of
documentary materids that shed light on the
intellectual and materid lives of Jonathan
Fisher@children.”

Wewere able to purchase these materids
through the generosity of severd board
members and friends, and through reserved
funds. The Fisher M emorid is dway s anxious
to acquire, or be informed of, Fisher materid,
documents, art and furnishings. Weare dso
aways gateful for financial assistance for
acquisitions.

Sketch of Early Childhood

By Jonathan Fisher

In the last newsl etter, Jonathan Fisher
describes his early childhood | eading up to the
death of his father. This segment traces his he
describes growing up with his uncle and his
pur suit of education. These sketches were
reproduced by Jonathan Crossette Hall in an
article available on our website.

“My uncle Avery, with whom | wasput live
at Holden was generaly of good naturad
abilities, improved by aliberd education; but
not popular as apublic speaker, nor as far as |
can remember, very distinguishingin the doc-
trines of grace; yet | trus aman of piety. He
was in good measure faithful to train meup in
theway wherein | should walk, and weekly
taught methe assembly’s catechism, till the
whole of it was well fixed in my memory.

“Between theyears of ten and fifteen of my
age, | began to exhibit some traces of
mechanical genius; and aturn for mathematics;
spendingmy leisure time in making buttons,
brooches, windmills, snares, traps, purling
sticks and the like, and in solving various
guestions in mathematics; sometimes drawing
with apin on asmooth board, and sometimes
on aslate, which led theway afterwardto a



smal measure of proficiency in sketchingand
painting.

“My mother’s desirewasthat | should have
apublic education, nor was | aversetoiit,
provided | could obtain it, but | saw no
progoect of being ever ableto defray the
expense of it, and apprehended, that should |
set out for it, | should fail, and have a
smattering in many trades, without perfection
in any. Through my mother’s advice and en-
couragngwords | camea length to the
determination to pursue my sudies; and some
time, either in my seventeenth or e ghteenth
year, | cannot say which, | was permitted to lay
asidework, and follow study congantly. After
awhile my studies became pleasant and my
lessons were learned with consider able ease;
but in the mean time intervas were stolen, in
some sort, from the gudy of languages, and
spert in reading, makingfigures in geometry,
diaing, etc; on this account | made more speed
in learningalesson, than in passingthrough a
book; to this day my propensity isto asimilar
course.

“Onthefirst of Feb. 1787 in the nineteenth
year of my agel first began to keep avery
Brief diary, ajournal of my spiritud date, to
which in the following sketches | may
occasionally refer. But Oh, what havel
generdly found to record of mysdf? A
succession of vanity, shortcomings, sloth,
unchastity of thought, and coldness in the
serviceof God! . .. Onthefirst of April 1787 |
first commenced ajournal of secular concerns,
which has been continued daily to thepresent
time.” (to be continued)

| ndex to Jonathan Fisher:
M aine Parson

M ary Ellen Chase s biography, Jonghan
Fisher, M aine Parson continues to bethe best
circul ated description of Parson Fisher’s life.
The biography was firg published in 1948 by
M acmillan Publishing. In 1976 the Jonathan
Fisher M emoria was permittedto reprint the
book as part of abicentennia project. The
biography is divided into nine chapters, five
oriented to paticular phases of Jonathan
Fisher’s life and four to aspects of his adult life
such as his travels, his research and writings
and his homelife.

Nether publication included an index,
leaving close readers to dog-ear pages, add
book marks or keep notes ontheside. A few
very closereaders created persona indices to
this semina work.

Rev. Gary Vencil has generously provided
his persona index for public use. This 10 page
aphabetica table provides users with quick
access to themes including,

Broadsheets on the Hanging of Ball 191-193

Beaver Hat lost in Bagaduce 185-186
Harvard Account of Riots 32-35
Preaching against slavery 248-249

We have posted the entireindex to our
website on our archives page. Printed copies
are available on request. Theweb-based table
is searchabl e, providing y ou even quicker
access to key words, which for Jonathan Fisher
include “ colonization”, “ Firkins”, “ Smeting’,
“Pascd” and “ Indian Pudding’.

Who could resist? But, there' s more. The
Jonathan Fisher House has plenty of copies of
the 1976 bicentennid printingfor sale. Contact
us to order acopy.

Walking in Fisher’s Steps

Once again this spring the Congregetiona
Church hosted atwo-day Jonathan Fisher
heritagewak. Asin past yearsthewak was



led by Rev. Rob M cCall of the Blue Hill
Congregational Church.

Breskingwith severd years of tradition, the
walkers circled communities on the Blue Hill
Peninsula. Day 1 was asixteen mile stroll
through Blue Hill, Blue Hill Fals, Brooklin and
Sedgwick. Thescenicroutefollowed the
shoreline of Blue Hill Bay. On day two
wakers traversed Blue Hill, East Blue Hill and
Surry, walking roughly eighteen miles fromthe
Congregationa Church to thetip of Newbury
Neck. Also breakingwith tradition, it was
sunny, pleasant and bug-free both days. Funds
raised in this walk are contributed to the Blue
Hill Congregational Church and the Bangor
Theologcd Seminary.

Jonathan Fisher Journals Project

By Jim Fisher

| have been planningfor alongtimeto visit
the Farnsworth Art Galery in Rockland, M aine
to begn the slow process of photographing
origina Fisher documents. These documents,
including journals, financia ledgers, sermons,
letters and more were sold to the Farnsworth
decades ago by representatives of the Jonahan
Fisher M emoria. Thedecisionto sell the
documents was based uponthe need to have
these irreplaceabl e records stored in acarefully
controlled environment. Sncethat timethe
content of the documents have been available
to scholars, but like the documents in the Fisher
House, not easy tosee, delicateto handle and
nearly impossibleto copy.

Accordingto our best records Jonathan
Fisher hand wrote and bound sixty journals
over the course of gpproximately 50 years. Of
these we have nine journds at the house as well
asthe copy of onetha is held in aprivate
collection. The Farnsworth currently holds
thirty -seven. The whereabouts of the
remaining thirteen is unknown.

Enter digita technology and broadband
internet, and the situation ispoised to make a
dramatic change. Inafew hours| was ableto
phatograph ninejournds, coveringaperiod
between 1820 and 1827. Chris Callins, an

archivist from Engand photographed dl nine
of thejournas in the Fisher House.

Thereis still a
longway to goto
complete
phaographingthe
journds, let done
the thousands of
Fisher’s Sermons
aso stored at the
Farnsworth Galery.
Sample pages from
thejournds are
viewable on the
Fisher House
website.

We added wire-
less broadband network to the museum (would
Fisher have believed this possible?) Visitors
this summer will have the opportunity to seedl
of Fisher’s phatographed journds, print
specific pages or purchase aCD-ROM with al
of the archiva materials for anominal cost.

Summer M useum Hours Change

The Fisher House opens for tours:
July 6 — September 9
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
11:00 AM to 3:00 PM
You can aso call the Fisher House or contact
us at our new email address to arrange atour.
info@jonathanfisherhouse.org

Seeking Your Support

The Fisher house annud apped is over
for theyear, but it’s never too late to send your
support. This summer will be busy runningthe
museum, enhancing our ar chives, sponsoring
specid events and more. The funds that have
been contributed go alongway toward meeting
our budgetary plans, but nat dl of theway.
Supporters areincluded in our newsletter
mailings and speciad announcements. You can
send your support to Jonathan Fisher House,
PO Box 527, Blue Hill, M E 04614.






