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Our Purpose

“To perpetuate the memory, spirit, works
and teachings of Parson Jonathan Fisher and to
preserve at Blue Hill and elsewhere his home,
relics and other things of his, (and of) his
descendants and the period in which he lived,
in order that hislife may serve as an inspiration
to others.”

Annual Meeting
Sunday September 25, 2005 2:00 PM

Mark your calendars. We will be holding our
annual meeting at the Fisher House. Our
speaker is Earle Shettleworth, Director of the
Maine Historic Preservation commission Blue
Hill Described: 19" Century Visitor Accounts.

AGENDA
Feature Presentation
Socia Break with Refreshments
Business Meseting
o Officer and Committee Reports
o Nomination of Board of Directors
0 Open conversation about the future

By Jim Fisher

The Blue Hill Fair is underway, signaling the
end of summer. We've had aquiet year at the
Fisher House, with a delightful opening
reception in July, pleasant dry weather and a
welcome absence of crises. Visitation at the
museum is down somewhat from past years,
along with lower numbers for many regional
attractions. We have an opportunity this
autumn to regain some visitation as we look to
inviting school tours and other visitors by
appointment.

This summer, house oversight has been
provided by Joyce Baines. Joyce has assisted
for several years with our book keeping, and
agreed to work part time this summer to put our
financial house in order, coordinated volunteers
for house tours and launch creative efforts to
attract corporate contributions to the house.
Right now Joyce is seeing whether we can turn
aneeded re-shingling of the roof over the
museum addition into acommunity event. Stay
tuned! We all owe abig thanks to Joyce.

After several years of consistent membership
three board members have retired. Bill Petry,
Rob Nolan and Mary Badger Jessup filtered out
over the past year and have been missed.

Amey Dodge has asked to remain on the board,
but to hand over the duties of treasurer. | have
offered to take up that position and Brad
Emerson has offered to move from Vice
President to President. We are aso looking for
new board members and hope that the
nominations committee will have a date ready
for the annual meeting. Y our recommendations
are welcome.

| hope to see you at the annual meeting!



WINTER

By Jonathan Fisher

Pomifes Autumnus fruges effuderit;
et nox bruma recurrit iners

Autumn showers his fruits and then
Dull Winter visits us again.

See on yon cloud, while Summer flies,
Grave Autumn borne along the skies;
The whispering breezes round him play,
And fan the sultry hours away,

While sober music warbles round,
And smiling hills repeat the sound,
Veiled in ashower of golden grain

He sweeps aong the yellow plain,
See, now he sports 0’ er hill and dale,
Dances along the gentle gale,

Shakes from hiswings a mellow store,
Sheds from his cup a purple shower,
Makes every heart with joy expand,
And spreads profusion o’ er the land.

Hark, with his stores of frost and wind,
Old Winter frowning comes behind,;
Borne on the stormy clouds he flies
With howling tempests thro’ the skies,
Bids lingering Autumn haste away,

And chillswith piercing cold the clay.

Autumn stands trembling at his frown,

And almost lays his scepter down.

But soon assumes his force again,

And thus disputes hisrival’sreign.
“What, shall | yield to thee the ground?

“By thee be vanquished, seized and bound?

“No, by yen sun, that lights the day,
I’ll drive thy murmuring hosts away.
“Go, till December’s chilling blast,
“Sweeping along the dreary waste,
“Forces the shivering swain to own,
“That thine' s the scepter, thine the throne.
“Till then the crown myself | claim,
“And still will vindicate the same.”
Scarce had he done, and with asmile
His shrinking rival eyed awhile,
When with redoubled force again
Winter comes rushing o' er the plain.
With frown severe and piercing eyes,
The surly tyrant thus replies.
“Go feeble shade nor longer boast
‘Thy power to stand my chilling frost,

“Go, to some distant cave retire,

“Nor think yon sun with softening fire

“Shall longer melt my strength away,

“And give to then the doubtful day.”
He said. The tempests howl around,

The murmuring north wind sweeps the ground;
Stript of its robes the forest stands,

The streams are bound in icy bands;

Darkness the hastening sun enshrouds,

The sky is veiled with sable clouds;

Mountains of fleecy snow descend,

The trees beneath the burden bend;

Swift to their dens the beasts retire,

Flocks seek their folds, the man hisfire;

Toil ceases 0’ er the frozen plains,

Wide spreads the storm, and desolation reigns.

The Perils of EBay

By Jim Fisher

Two extremely popular search engines have
emerged in recent years on the internet.
Google isthe card catalog of choice when
looking for information. A search on Jonathan
Fisher brings up many thousands of references,
only afew of which are our Jonathan. EBay,
for the uninitiated, is an enormous,
international, online flea market.

| routinely search EBay for Jonathan Fisher.
Thetypical search reveals a couple couples of
Mary Ellen Chases Biography of aMaine
Parson, an occasional copy of Scripture
Animals, some reprints of Jonathan’s paintings,
but virtually never an original Fisher document.

Thismonth a
person in Chicago
put several original
documents up for
saethat he
acquired at an
estate sale. The
first to appear was
Journal #55 from
1830. The
Farnsworth houses
journals #54 and
#56, but had no
record of #55. We
collaborated with



the Farnsworth to raise a substantial bid of
$1,200 for the journal, and we lost.

The second document, that appeared a
virtually the same time, was Jonathan Fisher’s
geometry notebook from 1790, five years prior
to he move to Blue Hill. Brad Emerson felt
that this book was even more significant than
thte journal, with examples of Fishers earliest
drawings and evidence of hislove for
mathematic. Brad found a number of
supporters and entered a bid of $2,000 and we
lost! | contacted the seller and paid $100 for
him to scan both of these documents which has
donefor us. So, while we do not hold the
originals, at least we have their content. These
two documents will be shared with the
Farnsworth Art Gallery and will beincluded in
our planned CD-Box Set of Jonathan Fishers
combined arts, crafts and writings.

The seller added one additional collection of
Fisher items two weeks following. Thislast ot
including genealogical records of Parson
Fishers family written in the mid to late 1800s
and original photographs of some descendents
attracted less speculation. We won this round
at about $300, and expect to receive these items
in time for the annual meeting.

The genealogy is a handwritten account that
traces back severa generations of Fishers. It
was probably written by on of his children,
handed down by Parson Fisher.

There are five original antique photos from
the 1800s with the names written on the backs,
there are 2 of his daughter Mary Stevens (one

dated 1872) and 3 of her daughter Mary
Kimball (his granddaughter, one dated 1863
and one dated 1898). Oneis atintype.

| have learned two important lessonsin this
process. 1) The Jonathan Fisher journals are
very valuable. The board will discuss waysto
increase security for our archives room. Better
locks are agood first step.

More importantly, we have learned that we
have considerable support in our mission. We
worked with the Helen Fisher at the Farnsworth
Art Gallery who contributed $500 toward
acquisition of the. Brad Emerson sought and
received approximately $1,500 in additional
support from his associates who agreed that
these documents were a unique opportunity.

While we have lost this auction, | think that
we have discovered a significant vulnerability
aswell asasignificant source of support for
our mission.

Seeking Your Support

Please consider making a generous
contribution so that we, the volunteers on the
Board of Directors can help you to preserve
thistreasure. If you have any questions, please
contact Jim Fisher, President by sending mail
or email to the Fisher House.

Y ou can always learn more about Fisher
house at www.jonathanfisherhouse.org.
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